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Hope everyone is having a very enjoyable summer! It’s hard to believe Labor
Day is just days away. This edition is just a quick update on the lawsuit and
some discussion on the subject of utilities and Deerfield’s impact on them as well
as services provided by Campbell County.
Up Coming Court Hearing
The next hearing date for the lawsuit is Monday August 30, 2021 at 9:00 am in
Hamblin County. There are a lot of motions and responses planned to be heard
on that day, some of which were not heard last time due to the last-minute change
of the Defendants to pass on the Interlocutory Appeal (Judge’s decision to move
forward with the formation of an HOA). This made things a bit easier to move
forward on the HOA, but the Defendants have not provided the information
required by the court order to allow the Neutral Party to move forward on setting
up a properly functioning HOA (it is the reason residents have not yet been
contacted). Simply put, there has been no movement on the HOA by the Neutral
party, Mr. Reams. As you might remember from the last Connection, Judge Beth
Boniface appointed Mr. Scott Reams to be both the Receiver for Deerfield Resort
related funds as well as the neutral 3rd party to help establish a functional HOA.
An update will be publish following the hearing.
Setting the Record Straight
The information in last month’s Connection was an attempt to dispel the rumors,
half-truths, false statements and general propaganda that has been circulating
regarding the law suit. Since we do not know if everyone gets the information in
the Connection since it only is sent to those who request it, an attempt was made
to place some of the information on the Deerfield Owners Face Book site. Within
a few minutes the information was deleted by the administrator. We feel very
strongly that the information we disseminate is factually correct and if it is wrong,
we want to correct it. It is unfortunate such censorship prevents property owners
from making fully informed decisions.
Utilities and Campbell County Services Relating to Deerfield Resort
Supporters of the Defendants have circulated several statements that infer the
formation of a functional HOA will possibly cause added burdens on the services
provided by Campbell County and LaFollette Utilities.
While we are not community planners or experts on the inner workings of the
government of Campbell County or the operation of LaFollette Utilities, we do
have some information based on discussions with various representatives from
these groups as well as our own observations.
Electric – there are concerns about the amount of electric (kilowatts) consumed
during peak periods at the resort. At a recent Campbell County Workshop
meeting, a representative from LaFollette Utilities made a statement to the effect
that Deerfield residents don’t know how close they are to having brown outs
during peak demand periods. A brown out is a drop in voltage in an electrical
power supply system that can cause damage to the system as well as individual
electrical appliances. As we all know, the resort as well as the surrounding areas,
has grown and will continue to grow. It appears this is happening faster than the
infrastructure can be upgraded and as a result there is the concern such areas
could create a greater demand than supply.
Water – Deerfield Resort has its own privately owned water system supplied by a
network of individual wells and it serves the residents well. The water system is
operated and maintained by the developer with oversight from the State. The
challenge we have, whenever the power is out, we have no water.
Additionally, there are several installed fire hydrants primarily along Deerfield Way
in the vicinity of the real estate office but it has never been confirmed whether
they are operational. LaFollette Utilities Board (LUB) does have a water line in the
area and supplies water to only a few of the homes in the Deer Hill Area.
LaFollette Utilities has conducted flow tests of their system to calculate how much
water is available now and what additional supply would be necessary to support
the Deerfield area. This planning is being done by LaFollette Utilities, not
Deerfield Resort. This LaFollette Utilities water line is currently too small to
provide water to Deerfield Resort. They are looking forward and planning for
future needs. As a result of this, they are in a good position to try to obtain funding
to upgrade their system to assure they have capability to meet the potential future
need. This subject was mentioned in a recent LaFollette newspaper article.
According to the article the LUB official stated we have been talking with the
county about eligible funding for “…a big line through Cedar Creek and for the
county to pay for putting lines in Alder Springs, possibly being able to serve
Deerfield wholesale”. According to the official, the Campbell County government
will receive $7.7 million for the Federal Rescue Plan Act, which can be used for
waterline extensions.
Sewage – there are two licensed sewage systems in Deerfield, one in the Deer
Lake Condo area and the other in the Deer Hill area. Both are privately owned
Deerfield entities and operated under a license held by Caryville – Jacksboro
Utilities Commission. The law requires that such systems be licensed by a public
utility. There is no cost to Campbell County for the operation of either of these
systems. Outside of these two systems, all other sewage is processed through
private residential septic systems.
Trash Removal – each year Deerfield is responsible for tons of trash that goes to
the county disposal area. The vast majority of this trash is handled by a private
independent business that pays the county a fee for each load.
Some residents may not realize it but Deerfield Resort is currently intricately
involved with Campbell County and La Follette Utilities. The formation of a
functional HOA will not cause any additional strains on either of these two groups.
In fact, having a functional HOA could prove to be very beneficial to both the
resort as well as Campbell County and La Follette Utilities. Coordinated planning
between an HOA that represents the interests of all the people and local officials
is a win – win for everyone involved.
Labor Day Holiday Weekend
There are a lot of planned activities of over the Labor Day Weekend, hopefully
you’ll be able to enjoy some of them. Please take time to stop and think if you
are operating a vehicle or a boat – a micro second bad decision can change or
end your life or the lives of others. Remember Covid is a concern for all of us,
please take the necessary measures to protect yourself and others.
Your Volunteer Committee,
Bob & Maryann Hilty, Tom & Merrilee Peck, Fran Painter, Margaret McKeever,
Suzanne Hodgers, Steve Guy, Dan Valle, Maryanne Rykulski, Loel Crawford, Liz
Burton, Steve Dehler, Georgia Sergent, Steve Wentzel, Doug Hoover, Jeff
Morgan
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