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Update on Lawsuit
The long-awaited hearing that had been scheduled for October 10, 2022 was unexpectedly
canceled on October 9th due to illness in the Defendant’s attorney’s family. The hearing has
been rescheduled for the end of this month. While this delay is disappointing, these things
happen and hopefully the family members who were ill have recovered.
What is this hearing for? This hearing is for the “Motion to Compel Responses to Discovery
and/or for Sanctions and/or Contempt” filed by the Plaintiffs.
This is the second motion asking the Court to compel the Defendants to supply the requested
discovery documents involved with the collection and distribution of Deerfield Security &
Maintenance fees. Important Note: No personal income tax records have been requested as
part of this motion.
Why do property owners have a right to financial information relating to the collected
Security & Maintenance Fees?
Answer: Many property owners have paid their fees under the guise that they were being
paid to a Homeowners Association. For the last 30+ years, the Fields have filed an annual
report with the State of Tennessee for the Deerfield Resort Homeowners Association, Inc.
listing a Board of Directors primarily made up of members of the Fields family. Property
owners did not take part in the election of those board members. State statute requires that
HOA financial information be readily available for review upon request. If Maintenance and
Security fees are collected, received and spent, Plaintiff’s contention is that all property
owners have the right to see all detailed financials relating to these fees.
What are the additional sections of the Motion for Sanctions and/or Contempt?
Answer: The Plaintiffs have been requesting the financial information relating to the
maintenance and security fees in order to have a factual and transparent accounting for how
these funds were used. The Court agreed with the Plaintiffs and ordered the Defendants to
provide this information many months ago, and it seems they have elected not to comply with
this Order. Therefore, the Plaintiffs are asking the Court to hold the Defendants accountable,
consider sanctions until this information is provided, and hold them in contempt if they
continue to be non-compliant with Court Orders. The plaintiffs are requesting the Court
enforce its own Orders to progress the lawsuit and stop the delays.

HOA Progress
Pertinent information on the Deerfield Resort Homeowners Association Inc. (HOA) and the
lawsuit progress is shared in the “Connection” as quickly as possible. Recently, both
attorneys have met with Scott Reams (also an attorney), who is the court-appointed, neutral
party assigned to organize the election and formation of the HOA. The HOA was ordered to
be turned over to the property owners in May 2021.
Why the delay? This has been a long, arduous process simply trying to get an accurate
property owners list from the Fields. The 4th version of their Property Owner list was
submitted to Mr. Reams in August 2022. It is difficult to understand why it took so long for the
Fields to provide a complete property owner list, when they have been billing for maintenance
and security fees for almost 10 years, along with Deerfield Water System quarterly bills for
water usage. Wouldn’t it seem that this information would have been readily available? Mr
Reams cannot notify each property owner without the accurate contact information! Only the
Defendants can supply that information.
Adding to the delay, the attorneys are going through a process of working on the formation of
bylaws, which includes determining who is entitled to vote. This will take time as they work
through the very important details of getting a good set of bylaws for the new Board of
Directors.

In the meantime
Everyone should take time to read about Tennessee Laws governing HOA’s. They are
posted on our website: 5c2e37_b7f4ab36938942d0aff852b586c8183f.pdf (deerfieldtnpoa.org) You will
find reading these very educational, specifically the important Sections B, C, D and E. Pay
particular attention to Section D, page 12 “Legal Duties of Board Members”. For any
homeowner considering becoming a candidate, understanding these laws is critical. It is
clear that these TN laws will provide the guidance for the newly elected Board of Directors.
Annual meetings, transparency and accountability will be the new “normal” in Deerfield
Resort.

In Closing
Subscription and consumption of information in this newsletter does not constitute “being a
Plaintiff” or “being a Defendant.” If you take and read this content, it merely means you are
working to understand all sides to an issue to make an informed, fact-based, rational decision
regarding financial management in Deerfield Resort.
When all facts of the litigation are made public, the light of truth and transparency will become
apparent. It is hoped that a fairly elected, qualified, diligent, and transparent HOA Board of
Directors who are accountable to all Deerfield property owners, will assure continued
maintenance and improvements to the resort. Our beautiful and special resort deserves this and you should want nothing less.
The legal expenses for bringing about the HOA have fallen on the property owners who have
worked so hard for the past 3 years to bring about these changes. So many have asked how
they can help in these efforts. If you have any expertise and would like to contribute, please
use the "contact us" tab on our website. Your financial support is greatly appreciated, and
donations can be made on our website: www.deerfieldtnpoa.org. Checks can be mailed to
Deerfield TN POA, P.O. Box 922, LaFollette, TN 37766. Thank you!
The next Connection newsletter will update you regarding the outcome of the upcoming
scheduled hearing.
Sincerely,

The Deerfield Resort Homeowners Group
In Support of the Deerfield Resort HOA, INC
Visit our website: deerfieldtnpoa.org
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