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Greetings to all Deerfield Property Owners! 
Happy New Year!! We hope you all are staying healthy and that 
2022 brings you, your family, and friends many blessings 
throughout the year. 

 
Winter Is Here 
We have had several doses of cold and snow in the Resort with 
more to come; with any luck there won’t be many more until spring 
arrives. Hopefully, you remembered to winterize your home, condo 
or villa – turning off the water coming into your dwelling, shutting off 
your water heater, and lowering the setting on your furnace to a 
reasonable temperature to help conserve energy and reduce the 
possibility of water damage from frozen water lines. Many have 
experienced damage due to a frozen water line bursting and flooding 
their home. A few minutes of prevention can limit a major loss! 

 
Lawsuit Update 
The new year is here, and we felt it was a good time to review the 



status of the lawsuit and where it is headed. 
 
 

There is an agreement and court order in place that we will have a 
viable and legitimate Deerfield Homeowners Association (HOA)! 
The neutral third party appointed by the court, Mr. Reams, has 
indicated he wants some initial by-laws rather than a single by-law 
that addresses how many directors. Having the correct by-laws in 
place prior to an election will allow everyone to know the duties and 
responsibilities for officers and directors of the HOA. The Plaintiffs 
fully support the formation of the new HOA using a legal, legitimate 
and a court approved set of bylaws in place. It is also only proper for 
someone seeking to be a director to know ahead of time what the 
legalities and expectations are associated with the director’s 
position. 

 
Statements were made in court by both the Defendants and Mr. 
Reams that the HOA would be in place by the end of 2021. We all 
know that milestone was not achieved and there could be many 
reasons why this timing was not met. The Property Owners lists with 
contact information were provided to Mr. Reams by November 10th. 
Even with 100's of hours of volunteer work, we know the Plaintiff's 
list was incomplete and had recommended the use of the 
Defendant's list quite some time ago. Funding may also be an issue 
as the Defendants were supposed to provide $25,000.00 to Mr. 
Reams for his expenses. It is our understanding that 10 weeks later, 
also on or about November 10th, only half of the amount or 
$12,500.00 was provided to him. Judge Boniface stated “it might be 
a good idea” that the remaining Security and Maintenance fees be in 
a segregated account and “get them (plaintiffs) the information, 
please, so that everybody knows what’s going on”. The Defendants 
stated that the funds are already in a segregated bank account. To 
date however, there has been no information sent to the court, Mr. 
Reams or the Plaintiffs regarding a segregated account. Hopefully 
we will all be enlightened at the next court hearing which has not yet 
been scheduled. 

 
On October 7, 2021 Judge Boniface signed a court order requiring 
all Interrogatories be completed in 30 days. ALL the Interrogatories 
for the remaining Plaintiffs were delivered in 



accordance with this date. The Defendants Interrogatories were 
received Nov 24th, 17 days past the court-ordered deadline. 
However, the Defendant’s chose to avoid answering all the 
questions with usable information. Since the information requested 
was not received, another request will be necessary asking Judge 
Boniface to Order the Defendants to provide the information. Delay 
tactics such as this cause significant additional and unneeded 
expenses for both parties. 

 
We estimate, that together, both parties have spent in excess a total 
of $200,000 on legal fees. Certainly, all would agree, the monies 
paid to our lawyers would have been MUCH better spent within our 
Resort. One must question why it is so difficult to have transparency 
and honesty with financial matters and the reluctance to allow the 
HOA to move forward. 

 
Paying 2022 Security and Maintenance Fees 
Many continue to ask about paying the 2021 / 2022 Security and 
Maintenance Fees. This remains a difficult question to answer and 
we cannot offer any direct advice or suggestions. We should all want 
to pay our fair share of fees needed to maintain and protect our 
community while feeling confident that our funds will have complete 
annual accountability for income and expenses. The Defendants 
have stated in court that any money paid to “Deerfield Resort” is 
going into a For-Profit account. Many are opting to hold payment for 
this reason or until a HOA is fully established and accountable. This 
also includes the fees billed to Property Owners/members of other 
Deerfield “Associations” (Deerfield/Deer Lake Condos, Deer Hill 
Villas) none of which have annual meetings, elections or 
transparency of income and expenses. Previous annual reports of 
these “Associations” filed with the State of Tennessee indicate that 
the Defendants are the exclusive officers as well as board members 
of those associations. 

 
Food for Thought 
There has been an accusation circulating that our attorney, Vic 
Pryor, is causing delays. The Plaintiffs filed the lawsuit in 2019 as the 
result of not being provided factual and correct information pertaining 
to the status of a HOA and the expenditures of collected monies. To 



date the Plaintiffs have met all deadlines ordered by the court. It 
makes no sense that the Plaintiffs would want to delay resolving the 
issues and moving forward with the HOA and financial support the 
Resort needs. There is nothing in this lawsuit that financially 
benefits any of the individual plaintiffs. Communicating false 
statements only serves to further divide the community, rather than 
moving forward and getting the HOA in place as quickly as possible! 

 
We encourage any communication that is distributed concerning the 
lawsuit be factual and in compliance with Court Orders including 
these updates. Things are moving forward slowly, and we are 
anxiously awaiting to hear from Mr. Reams. As the Deerfield Resort 
HOA is brought into compliance with the State statutes, we hope the 
other “associations” (Condo, Villas, Airport) are also legalized and 
begin to function as the law requires them to operate. It is 
anticipated that property owners in these associations will continue 
to speak up and request that their Association become legitimate, 
have meetings and elections for a board with complete financial 
transparency as required by law. We should all want and expect 
honesty and transparency in the operation of the resort. Hopefully 
both sides can come to an acceptable agreement in the near future 
and move forward with the desire to maintain Deerfield as a premier 
resort on Norris Lake. 

 
Being Thankful 
We all have lots to be thankful for during these very stressful times, 
even with Covid 19 raging on with so many we know who have been 
affected by this virus. Recently there was a need for the assistance 
of a Medi-Vac helicopter. The helicopter landed at the Deerfield 
Airport meeting the waiting ambulance to transport a someone that 
needed immediate assistance. The airfield provides a convenient 
and safe place for such a transfer to take place. We are very grateful 
that such services are available to us. You never know when you or 
a loved one might need this type of assistance. 

 
We have had some inquiries from property owners with concerns 
about signing up to receive this newsletter. If you know of someone 
who is hesitant to subscribe, please advise them that when they sign 



up, it’s confidential and personal information from our website will not 
be shared. 

 
Stay well, stay informed, ask questions you may have and, most 
importantly, thank you for your continued interest in our beautiful 
resort. 

 
 
 

Your Volunteer Committee, 
Bob & Maryann Hilty, Tom & Merrilee Peck, Fran Painter, Margaret McKeever, 
Suzanne Hodgers, Steve Guy, Dan Valle, Maryanne Rykulski, Loel Crawford, 

Liz Burton, Steve Dehler, Georgia Sergent, Steve Wentzel, Doug Hoover, Mark 
Thompson, Jeff Morgan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on: 
 

 
Check out our website! 
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