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DTPOA Update July 2019 
Hello everyone!  First day of summer passed, hard to believe, the 4th of July is already behind us too.  Time for 
an update concerning the Deerfield TN Property Owners Association (DTPOA) 
A group of volunteers have been busy during these past few weeks getting the foundation prepared for the 
formal organization of the DTPOA. The biggest challenge still remains in identifying all property owners in 
order to communicate with them. 
Here’s what has been accomplished so far. Following the hanger meeting on May 18th, several people 
volunteered to help get the organization started and the following temporary committees have been set up: 
communications, finance and steering / legal. 
Open and candid communications is the highest priority and also the most challenging.  The communication 
committee continues updating the list of property owners and identifying those who want to receive 
communications and how they want to receive information about the DTPOA. Some property owners have 
asked, why don’t we use Deerfield Resort Facebook to communicate? The answer, they will not allow. The 
committee will publish periodic updates to keep all owners informed on DTPOA activities or activities affecting 
property owners. Once the association is formed the elected officers will decide the ongoing communication 
methodology. 
DTPOA’s website is up and running, https://www.deerfieldtnpoa.org/, if you haven’t visited the site please do 
so and most importantly, complete the short information request form that will pop up when you enter the 
site.  Tell all property owners you may know to do the same so we can get accurate contact information for all 
property owners – this is very important.  We also want to and will respect the right of those who do not want to 
receive communications from us or participate in DTPOA. The committee also decided that the website would 
be initially limited to information related to the DTPOA and not be as a social media information/ bulletin board. 
The website is intended to be our primary means of communications with owners but other media formats will 
be entertained.  We want to make sure information is timely, accurate, unfiltered and available to all property 
owners.  Participation is strictly a personal decision, but everyone’s participation is encouraged since more 
input received will result in better decisions. 
It is important to remember our charter is to communicate, foster improvement, work with the developer and 
assure owners have a say so in what happens within Deerfield. 
Other activities that have taken place in the past month have included the collection of donations to help offset 
the costs that have been incurred to date and those that will be coming. A checking account has been set up to 
accept the donations and “pay the bills”!  Legal counsel has been retained to assist in the establishment of a 
legally compliant association and, if needed, act as the mediator between the organization and 
developer.  Please consider making a donation to help offset the costs for setting up the organization.  See our 
website for information on how to donate  (https://www.deerfieldtnpoa.org/ ). 
If you have the opportunity, please check with your friends, neighbors or acquaintances, who own property in 
Deerfield to make sure they are on the mailing list or have opted not to participate via email, letter or phone 
call. 
  
The attorney who has been retained has indicated that there are two actions that need to be completed as 
quickly as possible and they are: 

1. Identify all property owners and establish valid contact information (phone number, mailing address, or 
email address).  It would be beneficial and cost effective to also determine if an owner is interested in 
supporting the DTPOA in any capacity – not necessary but it will be a question that has to be answered 
in the near future. 

2. Develop a set of rules/instructions for the association so that it can begin to function and ultimately lead 
to formal adoption once the association is formed. 

The attorney has been attempting to establish communications with the developer through their attorney to 
determine the viability of the current association or if a completely new one will have to be formed. Thus far the 



attorney has indicated two different lawyers will not be representing the developers in any 
discussions.  Additionally, the one attorney advised him that the developer is not willing to meet with us. 
  
As mentioned previously at our May 18th meeting, newly revised covenants dated August 1, 2018 were filed 
with the county that greatly affect your rights as a property owner. While there are many potential legal aspects 
to these changes and their validity, you need to be aware of the contents. Among other changes, the four (4) 
most egregious changes to property owners are: 

1. Added: “No property owner shall have a vote on any issues of roads and/or commons….” 
2. Removed is all responsibility from contractors for any damage to the roads as a result of their activities 

and the developer will make all decisions concerning the roads. 
3. Among other specifics, the Developer will retain exclusive control of the roads and/or commons until 

such time the Developer deems it appropriate to turn over control to the property owners. 
4. Only the Developer can change restrictions. 

As a Property Owner you have the opportunity to comment on the various aspects of the operation and 
formation of this organization by responding through the http://www.DeerfieldTNPOA.org website or by direct 
email; secretary@DeerfieldTNPOA.org .  Your opinion is very valuable and is needed to make this 
organization successful and a true voice for all property owners. We do request that all communications and 
statements be kept professional and not a personal attack on any one individual or group. It is extremely 
important that you provide a valid phone number, mailing address or email address so that communications 
can be sent to you or there is an acknowledgement that you are not interested.  Doing this ourselves will save 
the expense of the attorney doing this in the future! 
 
Any input/questions received via the website or email will be answered as quickly as possible.  Your feedback 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 


