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Greetings everyone – Happy 4th of July weekend!!  There have been several
developments over the past few weeks and we are very excited and encouraged
that there appears to be a majority of property owners supporting forming a fully
functional and legal Home Owners Association within Deerfield!!  This is a
positive step forward and shows there is a willingness to work together and make
it happen.
 
As you may know a petition was posted recently on a national public website that
typically caters to “boldly calling for social change” type petitions by supporters of
the Developer. This posting was followed by text messages, emails and personal
telephone calls to property owners seeking support of the petition!!
 
Remarkedly, what the initiators of the petition indicate they want to achieve nearly
represent the goals we have been striving for from the very beginning. In fact, the
petition uses many of the same words and methodologies for forming the HOA
that we have developed in draft form. It is very encouraging that more than 500
petitioners indicate they are in favor of forming a legitimate HOA.  We are
extremely appreciative of the efforts to gather such a strong support base for the
establishment of the HOA in such a short period of time. While there is not
agreement or understanding of what some elements of the petition is asking for,
the fact that there is a desire to form the HOA is very reassuring.
 
The Defendants filed a motion for Interlocutory Appeal of Judge Boniface’s ruling
granting the Plaintiffs permission to form a HOA. Due to the Defendants abrupt
change in their position in forming the HOA, this motion was put on hold. The
original hearing that was scheduled for June 23rd was postponed due to a late
filing of the affidavit supporting the HOA by the Defendants and rescheduled for
June 29th. At the June 29th hearing, the judge stated she felt the need to appoint
the Receiver as the responsible neutral third party to initially set up the HOA, and
tasked him with getting an election process in place and communicating with the
property owners. The Defendants were instructed to immediately file the
necessary paper work with the State in order to prevent the State from
administratively suspending the current HOA. There are many details yet to be
resolved and clarified pertaining to communications and the formation of the
HOA.  As soon as the Receiver obtains court ordered information including
contact information for property owners from the Defendants (Developers) you will
be contacted directly by the Receiver.
 
Based on clarifications needed from the court, there may not be a July or
September informational meeting as was previously planned. There may also be
some changes in the way we communicate news to property owners.  Please
check the website periodically for updates at Deerfieldtnpoa.org
 
If you are a follower of Facebook, you have probably seen what has been
published over time regarding some property owners’ feelings toward this issue. 
While everyone is free to express their feelings and position on this issue or any
issue for that matter, some of our neighbors seem to take great pleasure in
character assassination, bullying and initiating and expanding “fake news”. Some
property owners who are supporters of the HOA, have been “blocked” from the
Deerfield Resort’s Facebook page (entitled Deerfield Resort on Norris Lake
Homeowner Group) with no reason being given. When it comes to Facebook
posts, it is quite apparent some have not read the lawsuit or taken time to
understand it, have a desire for presenting true and factual information versus
misinformation and rumors, or have any regard for confidentiality agreements that
has been required in some aspects of the lawsuit.
 
We feel that all of the information that has been presented in the “Connections” or
at meetings is factual and is supported by documents, many that were written by
the defendants themselves. At the meetings the presenters have always tried to
make it clear what is personal opinion versus documented facts. Please visit our
website periodically for news updates as well as reading the “Connections” when
they are published. Please note that only people who have requested to be sent
the” Connection” receive them via their email.
 
Here is a copy of the Petition that was submitted to the Court:

Petition
We, the residents of Deerfield Resort, respect the decision of Honorable Judge Beth Boniface
and her ruling to form a Homeowners Association. However, we do not agree with the
plaintiffs, their agenda or their intentions for our community.
We would like to work together to achieve the following:
1. Establish an Interim Board and Steering Committee with representation from our entire

community based upon the court’s guidance.
2. Create a Homeowners Association with representatives nominated and voted upon by

residents in a public election with majority rule
3. Immediately improve communication regarding community management - including an

operational budget, financial transparency and maintenance priorities
We would like to achieve the above without:
1. Further legal action
2. Increased and unnecessary costs to Deerfield Resort owners
3. Unnecessary burden on the Lafollette community or Campbell County through use of their

utilities and resources (e.g., water, sewer or road maintenance)
We believe we can work together to end litigation, resolve peacefully, and move forward in
the best interests of the Deerfield Resort community.

 
With the exception of complete transparency on income and expenses associated
with security and maintenance fees not being listed, along with whatever is meant
by the “Unnecessary burden on LaFollette community….”, the petition nearly
reproduces our original goals. It appears we can move forward – together with the
HOA.
 
Have a safe holiday weekend! Remember to think ahead, be courteous and don’t
over do it when it comes to having fun.  Your life and the life of others can change
in a micro second especially if you make a bad choice.  There have been two
preventable fatalities in the area recently because of poor choices. Be Safe.
Thanks, and stayed tuned!
 
Your Volunteer Committee
Bob & Maryann Hilty, Tom & Merrilee Peck, Fran Painter, Margaret McKeever,
Suzanne Hodgers, Steve Guy, Dan Valle, Maryanne Rykulski, Loel Crawford, Liz
Burton, Steve Dehler, Georgia Sergent, Steve Wentzel, Doug Hoover, Jeff
Morgan
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Visit us on:

Check out our website! 
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