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NOW 

 
 
 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT DEERFIELDTNPOA.ORG 

Greetings to All Deerfield Owners: 
 

Since the initiation of the first legal action in November of 2019, asking 
the court to legitimize the Deerfield Resort HOA, it has been a long, 
slow and frustrating process. It has taken a toll on all involved. 
However, the struggle and the journey will be worth the cost when 
there is equal and fair representation for all home, condo, villa and lot 
owners, with all having the opportunity to exercise their right to vote 
and voice their ideas and opinions about the operation of the resort 
through a legitimate and functioning Homeowners Association. 

 
I have just returned from visiting my property in Deerfield Resort. The 
beauty of the lake with the sun glistening off its windblown waters 
reminded me of why this lawsuit is so necessary - for the continued 
preservation of the quality and value of the resort in general. I also 
value my personal investment in Deerfield and want to make sure 



future generations can enjoy the peaceful nature and fun associated 
with Norris Lake and Deerfield Resort ownership. 

 
From the beginning of this legal process, the exclusive goal has been 
the establishment of a legitimate Homeowners Association with the 
following conditions: 

 
1) To reinstate the original "Restrictions of Deerfield Resort" in part that 
were created by Paul Fields in 1985 where #11* states, they can be 
altered or amended by a vote of the Property Owners. 

 
Changes were made to the restrictions in 1986, 2000, 2018 without 
any notification, communication, or input from property owners. The 
most current changes essentially have given complete control of the 
resort to the developer and removed each property owner’s right to 
vote on any changes. Property owner rights with regards to decisions 
concerning the upkeep, care and future development within Deerfield 
Resort were also stripped away by the amended restrictions prepared 
by the developer 

 
2) To have full transparency of all fees and funds collected in the name 
of the HOA and have annual budgets voted on by the property owners 
that support security and maintenance long-term and short-term goals. 

 
3) To have an HOA that promotes a strong, safe and secure 
community. 

 
Things will get better with a comprehensive functioning legitimate HOA, 
that will allow property owners to vote on issues affecting the resort 
and vote in a Board of Directors who will listen and appropriately 
respond to their concerns. 

 
Ask yourself the following questions about maintenance and security 
projects in Deerfield; What major maintenance improvements in the 
last five years can you name that have enhanced your property value 
or the overall property value within the resort? What improvements or 
repairs are planned in the next 5 years and what is the estimated cost? 
What security improvements have been made that make you feel safer 
in Deerfield Resort? Is there a contingency fund in case of a major 



emergency within the resort? 
 
 

Now let’s do the math. Security and Maintenance fees are paid by the 
following number of units: approximately 400 homes, 55 Deer Lake 
Condos, 74 Deer Village Villas, 41 units in Condos A, B, C & D. All 
should be paying the $250 security fee and the $250 maintenance fee. 
We believe 32 airstrip hangers/homes and 300+ lot owners pay the 
$250 maintenance fee. With this information, there is the potential that 
$370,000 in fees are collected annually, but since there is no 
transparency or accountability, it is unknown how much is really 
collected, or if everyone is paying their fair share. Now imagine in the 
last five years with $1.8 million dollars what could or should have been 
accomplished to enhance the security and maintenance and 
infrastructure of Deerfield, especially the common areas. Hopefully you 
see why there is a need to be asking where and on what has all this 
money been spent on. In addition, no long-term reserve funds 
(savings) for such things as emergency repairs, major upgrades, 
repairs or paving the roads seem to be in place. 

 
THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS WE HAVE BEEN ASKING FOR 
YEARS PRIOR TO TAKING LEGAL ACTION AND DURING ALL 
TRIAL PROCEEDINGS AND HAVE YET TO RECEIVE A VIABLE 
RESPONSE FROM THE FIELDS. AGAIN, WE SIMPLY WISH TO 
FOLLOW THE DEERFIELD RESORT VISION SET FORTH BY PAUL 
FIELDS IN 1985 AND PROTECT OUR INDIVIDUAL SIZABLE 
INVESTMENTS IN DEERFIELD RESORT. 

 
While we embrace the wonderful dream of Paul and Madeline and 
have each bought into their dream, it is imperative that we focus on the 
sustainability of the resort with ongoing maintenance and planned 
improvements needed to keep Deerfield as a premier resort and a 
valued and safe community. " 

 
It is time for property and homeowners to have input on the future 
direction of the resort. No matter what you have heard or will likely hear 
again, NO ONE INVOLVED ON THE PLAINTIFF SIDE WILL 
PERSONALLY OR FINANCIALLY BENEFIT IN ANY WAY FROM THIS 
LAWSUIT! The only financial gain for the plaintiffs will be from the 
sustained property value of their investment; the same as each 



property owner in Deerfield. 
 
 

Legal expenses are mounting in forming the HOA. Continued financial 
support would be GREATLY appreciated. This lawsuit is absolutely 
necessary to protect everyone’s investment in Deerfield and the rights 
of all property owners to have a voice. The outcome is far too important 
to settle for anything less. Please consider a financial donation. We all 
want this to end in favor of ALL property owners. 

 
Donations can be made to our website, deerfieldtnpoa.org or mailed to 
DeerfieldTNPOA, Post Office Box 922, LaFollette, TN. 37766. All 
donations are confidential and will never be posted anywhere! Rest 
assured your donation records are also kept confidential. 

 
Using our website “Contact/Register” tab, give us your input and any 
information you believe may be useful. 

 
We thank each of you for your continued support. 

This Message Approved by The Volunteer Committee 
 

Your Volunteer Committee, 
Bob & Maryann Hilty, Tom & Merrilee Peck, Fran Painter, Margaret McKeever, 

Suzanne Hodgers, Steve Guy, Dan Valle, Maryanne Rykulski, Loel Crawford, Liz 
Burton, Steve Dehler, Georgia Sergent, Steve Wentzel, Doug Hoover, Mark 

Thompson, Jeff Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our website!    
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