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Help us Preserve Deerfield Resort -
DONATE NOW

We hope everyone had a very enjoyable July 4th holiday! 
 
It's always a busy time in Deerfield and this past July 4th was no
exception. There was a potentially serious vehicle accident over the
holiday weekend in the Resort. It was a side-by-side vehicle containing 4
passengers who appeared to be young, but the good news is that the
injuries sustained by the individuals were evidently not serious.  There
was a good response from the Campbell County EMS and Life Star
even though their services were not needed.
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
 
We have been alerted there are subscribers who have not been
receiving our newsletter and some have found it is landing in their
"spam", "junk" or "promotion" email boxes.  If you know anyone who is
having this problem, please advise them to check these folders and
mark them appropriately to appear in their "inbox" in the future. They can
also contact us through our website. 
 
SECURITY CONCERNS
 
It has long been promoted and advertised that Deerfield Resort is a
“gated” community. Most property owners found that to be a great selling
point, but quickly learned there is no gate, and the hours where there is
a guard physically present is limited.
 
The 4th of July holiday was extremely busy with an extensive amount of
traffic passing through the entrance, including the remainder of the
following week, which was mostly unattended. With the addition of the
new docks, even though only a portion of them is being used at this
time, and the Deerfield Cove Marina with the increased popularity of the
Tiki Bar, (it too, is a commercial dock), traffic appears to be increasing.
 
A note is hung on the door of the guard shack just to let everyone know
the guards are out and what time they are due back on duty.  This
seems strange to visitors, since there is a sign that says STOP and
check in with the guard. What message does this send to visitors,
property owners, or possible unwelcomed guests? No one watching until
7pm?
 
Images of suspicious individuals (see below) were captured on home
security cameras and by cellphones recently.  The first image was
captured on a cellphone and the individual was walking between the
hangars at the airfield. When questioned, the individual stated he'd
walked from Bo's and was waiting for a jet to come in.  Scott Fields was
notified in a text with photos and apparently took care of the situation.
We do not know how he handled the problem, but we appreciate Scott's
immediate response! There are limits to Scott’s availability; he cannot be
present to all people at all times, and certain incidents may require the
assistance of law enforcement.

 
The black and white images below were posted on Facebook of an
individual trying to gain entry into their home.  The third image, also
posted on Facebook, shows an individual at another residence after
attempting to gain entry into their home. No one can dispute that access
to the Resort at this time is relatively easy and unobstructed. While it’s
claimed that video surveillance is used at the entrance, there is no
physical deterrence of any type to keep anyone out of the Resort.
 
Due to this ease of accessibility, we each must become our own
neighborhood watch.  Everyone needs to be observant and vigilant for
observing suspicious individuals and activity in Deerfield Resort.  If such
activity is seen, what is the protocol? Who should be contacted and
how? Typically, it should be reported immediately to the Campbell
County Sheriff’s Office (423) 562-7446.
 
Property owners are charged $250/yr for security, and $250/yr for
maintenance. This was the advertised breakdown prior to the fees being
combined into an all-inclusive charge of $500. Yes, $250/yr is not very
much, until you realize how many owners have been billed for security
since the early 2000’s. Since that time, Deerfield Resort has grown by
leaps and bounds, providing more security funding. What exactly does
our security fee do for us? Nothing has improved in the security of
Deerfield Resort over all of these years!
 
It was claimed on Facebook that license plates of “suspicious” vehicles
are recorded.  If true, that’s good information, but is anything done with
this information?  Who is following through with any “suspicious” activity
being reported? 
 
There are many ways to gain access to our resort other than through the
main entrance and in today’s climate of increased crime and disregard
for other’s property, increased diligence and surveillance is needed to
prevent such problems.  Gathering input from property owners and
identifying their wishes for the degree of property protection they want is
one of the roles a functioning Homeowners Association (HOA) should
provide. The HOA should also have the responsibility to keep residents
informed as to what is happening, any actions taken or any impact their
decisions will have on property owners.
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
 
How can the access to the Resort be better controlled to improve the
security and safety of the property owners using the fees currently
collected? How can such an improvement be implemented and assure
the interest of renters, construction and delivery personnel and access to
the public areas (in our private Resort) be accommodated. A discussion
on this issue needs to be had and a functional HOA is the ideal format to
hold such discussions and make the decisions necessary to implement
desired changes.  While the weekends are a busy time, access to the
resort is a 24/7 concern and priority.
 
Some constructive suggestions from concerned property owners: getting
a high quality, commercial gate that tracks all traffic, more security hours,
more security throughout, neighborhood watch groups, or possible
sheriff visits, all of which are good ideas. The newly formed HOA should
know that security at Deerfield Resort is of utmost importance and once
formed, the property owners will finally have a voice in how security is
addressed.
 
Sincerely,
 
The Deerfield Resort Homeowners Group
In Support of the Deerfield Resort HOA, INC
 
 
Your continued support and donations are greatly appreciated!
Visit our website: deerfieldtnpoa.org
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