
the Deerfield Resort 

CONNECTION 
  

 

October 17, 2019 
  
Interesting Factual Material to Read and Share 
While reviewing various documents that several people have brought forward, we thought it would be a good 
idea to share some of this information. This is an effort to make sure everyone is aware of what documents 
have been distributed to some property owners, when they purchased property or at other times, and see if 
others have similar or different documents since it appears not everyone received the same information or in 
some cases none at all.  More importantly it raises questions that should be answered for all property 
owners.  Please review the sections below covering membership, road ownership & maintenance, annual 
meetings and amend. 
Taken from Deerfield Homeowners Association, Inc –Articles of Incorporation (April 15th, 1986) 
  
Article V 
"Every person or entity who is a record owner of a fee or undivided fee interest in any lot or lots which is 
subject to covenants of record to assessment by the Association, including contract sellers, shall be a member 
of the Association." 
  
Article IV (d) 
"To maintain all roadways in the Deerfield Resort Area, the same roadways, to be maintained by the developer 
until 12/31/88 or until 75% of the lots have been sold at which time developer will convey title to the roadway to 
the association and the association shall assume the responsibility of the maintenance of said roadways." 
  
Article VII 
"At the first annual meeting the members shall elect one director for a term of one year, one director for a term 
of two years and one director for a term of three years; and at each annual meeting thereafter the members 
shall elect one director for a term of three years. 
  
Article IX 
"Amendment of these Articles shall require the assent of 75% of the entire membership." 
  
Water Quality 
Over the summer several residents were curious about the quality of the drinking water within Deerfield.  A visit 
to the Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation website 
( https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/water/documents/wr_wq_dw_2017-annual-compliance-
report.pdf ) indicated there had been several notices of violation (NOVs) issued primarily for reporting.  The 
NOVs also requested a public notification be made.  Additionally a website operated by the Environmental 
Working Group (EWG https://www.ewg.org/tapwater/system.php?pws=TN0000912 ) was noted and it 
contained some additional information in regarding the drinking water. 
“EWG's drinking water quality report shows results of tests conducted by the water utility and provided to the 
Environmental Working Group by the Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation, as well as 
information from the U.S. EPA Enforcement and Compliance History database (ECHO). For the latest quarter 
assessed by the EPA (July 2018 - September 2018), tap water provided by this water utility was in serious 
violation federal health-based drinking water standards.” 



In order to understand what all this information means to the consumer, the Tennessee Department of 
Environment & Conservation was contacted for their assistance.  Mr. Erich Webber responded to the request 
for information with the following: 
“Thank you for your inquiry to Ask TDEC regarding Deerfield Resort Water System and the violations that they 
have incurred. I work for TDEC’s Division of Water Resources who oversee water quality and quantity for 
drinking water systems. I also conducted the last Sanitary Survey, which resulted in the violations being issued 
and enforcement action taken against the water system. At this time, all the violations incurred 
by Deerfield Resort Water System has been the result of failing to monitor or provide monitoring data in a 
timely manner and not exceedances of drinking water standards. These are the violations that are listed in the 
2018 compliance report. 
  
Earlier this year, the Division of Water Resources issued an enforcement action in the form of a Director’s 
Order that established contingency penalties for Deerfield Resort if they failed to improve their monitoring and 
reporting practices. This week staff from Communities Unlimited, a small water system technical assistance 
program, has been on-site assisting Mr. Fields in getting the system organized and back into compliance. 
Within the next week, you should receive the 2018 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) that details completed 
monitoring conducted on the drinking water. This CCR will also contain a public notice identifying the 
monitoring violations. Regarding the Trihalomethane and Haloacetic Acids, Deerfield Resorts collected 
samples in mid-September and the results were well below the maximum contaminant level. Historically, when 
the water system has collected Trihalomethane and Haloacetic Acids in the past, the results have always been 
well within drinking water standards. At this time, the issue with Deerfield Resort is collection of water samples 
and timely reporting. 
  
Although the EWG website means well in alerting individuals about water quality, it does skew it somewhat. 
EPA is always looking at ways to better protect drinking water and decrease exposure to harmful 
contaminants. However, contaminants are always going to be found in water to some degree as laboratory 
techniques continue to improve their detection limits. The health guidelines referenced in the EWG website is 
one developed by them and not by EPA or another health-related federal agency. So even if a contaminant is 
detected, it may not be at a level that is considered harmful. If we can be of any further assistance, please let 
us know. 
  
If I have not answered your questions, addressed your concerns, or you have any further questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. “ 
Erich Webber | Environmental Consultant Division of Water Resources, Knoxville EFO 3711 Middlebrook Pike, 
Knoxville, TN 37921 p. 865-594-5564 
  
It appears that the bottom line is that our water follows applicable standards and Scott is diligently working to 
correct the violations. 
Food for Thought - our water comes from the ground. While the soil, rock and sand do an excellent job filtering 
out contaminates, it does have its limits.  So, the next time you spread, spill, burn or dump something on the 
ground or the lake, stop and think about it. You just might be drinking it or swimming in it in the future!  
We would like to hear your feedback which can be submitted through our website: www.deerfieldtnpoa.org 
 
Good, effective, polite and timely communication is the key to understanding and the elimination of confusion 
and rage over unknowns or misconceptions. This is what we want the Deerfield Property Owners Association 
to be known for. 


